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Malaysian takes lingnan-style
paintings to its birthplace in China

By CHOW HOW BAN
hbchow@thestar.com.my

BELJING: One of the few Chinese
lingnan-style painters in Malaysia,
Cheng Haw Chien, has capped his
illustrious career by holding an exhi-
bition in southern Guangdong prov-
ince’s Dongguan city, where the style
was born.

The 64-year-old Penangite is the
first Malaysian artist to have his
work featured at the Dongguan
Lingnan Art Museum, which is dedi-
cated to the promotion of lingnan-
style work.

“The lingnan style originated (dur-
ing the Chinese Revolution in the
early 1900s) in Dongguan, which is
also the birthplace of lingnan mas-

ters such as Gao Jianfu.

“The late Gao spent muost of his life
here teaching his students and pro-
ducing his work. Upon my arrival
here for this exhibition, I felt as if |
have returned to where all my inspi-
ration for art comes from,” said
Cheng in a phone interview from
Dongguan on Saturday.

The lingnan style is characterised
by the use of enhanced ink colours,
excessive water and traditional
Chinese rice paper in presenting
subjects, particularly animals and
birds.

The Malaysian artist is showcas-
ing 55 pieces, which portray Malay-
sian tropical fruits, the Himalayas,
various depictions of scenery in
China and African elements, at the
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Art World of Cheng Haw Chien exhi-
bition until Nov 11.

Cheng was first introduced to the
art by a Malaysian Buddhist monk
when he was in secondary school.

He took up the art seriously when
he was learning from Zhao Shaoang,
a second generation lingnan-style
artist from China.

“To me, the real spirit of lingnan is
to absorb new techniques. Right
now, | have incorporated the old
styles with contemporary elements.

“ have been promoting lingnan

Standing proud: Cheng posing in front of his painting during the exhibition at the

Dongguan Lingnan Art Museum in China. —

paintings for decades. I have taken
part in 15 exhibitions in China and
my works are now kept in several
museums here,” said Cheng, who is
also a visiting professor at Renmin

China Press

University in Beijing.
Next May, the city government of |

Ningbo in Zhejiang province will set |

|

up an art museum dedicated to |
Cheng's works.
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Art of Cheng Haw Chien

BEUING: Cheng Haw Chien, one of the few
Malaysian painters known for the Lingnan-
style of art, recently held an exhibition in
southern Guangdong province’s Dongguan
city, where the style originated.

Cheng, a 64-year-old Penangite, was the
first Malaysian artist to have 55 of his art-
works to be featured at the Dongguan Ling-
nan Art Museum, which promotes Lingnan
art, from Oct 26 to Nov 11.

Third-generation master painter, poet and
calligrapher of the Lingnan School, Cheng
showcased some Malaysian elements in his
art such as tropical fruits, besides depicting
Chinese, African and Himalayan scenery in
his exhibition titled, The Art of Cheng Haw
Chien.

Lingnan art is characterised by the use of
enhanced ink colours, excessive water and
traditional Chinese rice paper in presenting

23

Cheng Haw Chien pointing to his artwork titled ‘Ostrich’.

subjects, particularly animals and birds.

Cheng learnt the style as a teenager from a
local Buddhist monk. He continued studying
the art uner Zhao Shaoang, a second-gen-
eration Lingnan-style artist from China.

Cheng holds fast to past traditions while
continuing to explore new possibilities in the
Lingnan spirit of innovation.

He has held more than 140 solo art ex-
hibitions worldwide — his paintings have
been displayed throughout Asia, the United
States of America, Australia and Europe.

Cheng is also a visiting professor at Ren-
min University in Beijing.

He has also taken part in 16 exhibitions in
China, with his works are now kept in several
museums there. :

Next May, the city government of Ningbo
in Zhejiang province will set up an art mu-
seum dedicated to Cheng’s works.
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Pakar lukisan berus
Cina tempatan
buka muzium

KUAILA LUMPUR — Pakar
lukisan berus Cina tempatan,
Cheng Haw Chien, 64, me-
nempa sejarah apabila men-
jadi pelukis Malaysia perta-
ma mempunyai sebuah mu-
zium khas bagi mengabadi-
- kan hasil karya di China.

Muzium yang dibina oleh
pemerintah tempatan
Ningbo wilayah Zhejiang itu
bertujuan mengiktiraf hasil
kerja anak kelahiran Pulau
Pinang itu dalam bidang lu-
kisan berus Cina.

Lebih menarik perhatian,
muzium yang dijadual ber-
operasi pada Mei 2013 itu
akan dikenali bersempena
nama beliau iaitu Muzium
Seni Cheng Haw Chien.

Haw Chien berkata, be-
liau dimaklumkan lebih 100
karyanya akan dipamerkan
di muzium berkenaan buat
permulaan.

“Saya gembira kerana se-
buah muzium didirikan un-
tuk mempamerkan lukisan
saya. Ini satu pengiktirafan
kepada hasil karya saya da-

lam lukisan tradisional Ci-
na,” katanya ketika dihubu-
ngi Kosrmo! di sini semalam.

Haw Chien berkata, be-
liau juga dimaklumkan pi-
hak pengurusan Muzium
Seni Cheng Haw Chien akan
melantiknya sebagai pena-
sihat muzium itu.

Jelasnya, Muzium Seni
Cheng Haw Chien akan di-
buka secara percuma ke-
pada orang ramai dan ber-
harap ia akan mendapat

‘sambutan baik masyarakat

negara berkenaan.

Menurutnya, karyvanya
yvang dipamerkan di mu-
zium itu termasuk lukisan
landskap, flora, fauna, ka-
ligrafi dan puisi menggu-
nakan kaedah lukisan berus
Cina tradisional.

Selain melukis, Haw
Chien juga profesor jempu-
tan di Universiti Renmin di
Beijing dan telah mengam-
bil bahagian dalam 16 pa-
meran di China serta 140
pameran solo di seluruh du-
nia.
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